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that was supervised by a senior CCP
member.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that Peng is
neither free nor safe. Since the 2008
games, the Chinese Communist Party
has become more repressive at home,
more aggressive abroad, and has begun
a genocide against China’s most vul-
nerable minorities.

When Olympians from all over the
world travel to Beijing in February,
they are trusting the IOC to keep them
safe, but the IOC’s recent actions have
shown that they are not worthy of this
trust. I commend this resolution for
holding them accountable.

In closing, I want to offer a heartfelt
thanks to the Women’s Tennis Associa-
tion and its chairman, Steve Simon.
Mr. Simon and the WTA have fought
for Peng bravely in an inspiring display
of moral clarity and support for our
democratic values. Unfortunately, this
is all too rare among those with finan-
cial ties to the CCP.

Mr. Speaker, I support this measure,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.
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Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

H. Res. 837, expressing the sense of
the House of Representatives that Bei-
jing should immediately guarantee the
safety and freedom of tennis star Peng
Shuai is a timely and urgent resolu-
tion.

Peng’s whereabouts and safety in
China have been in question now for
several weeks, and in just over 8 weeks,
the Beijing Olympic Games are set to
begin. There will be athletes from all
over the world in attendance. This
body owes it not to just to Peng, but to
all the athletes participating in the
Olympic Games to demonstrate that
we do not take their safety and free-
dom for granted.

The PRC must understand that its
diplomatic and economic heft will not
allow it to get away scot-free when it
silences and erases individuals.

While this resolution is about a sin-
gle athlete, it is really about the in-
nate dignity and freedom of every sex-
ual assault survivor, human rights ac-
tivist, environmental advocate, artist,
journalist, and entrepreneur that has
ever been beaten and broken by the
Chinese Communist Party. We owe
them our voice and our support.

Let me, again, thank Congresswoman
WEXTON and Congressman WALTz for
their work on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all of my col-
leagues will join us in supporting this
bill, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 837, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

CONDEMNING THE ONGOING GENO-
CIDE AND CRIMES AGAINST HU-
MANITY BEING COMMITTED BY
THE PEOPLE’'S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 317) condemning the on-
going genocide and crimes against hu-
manity being committed against
Uyghurs and members of other reli-
gious and ethnic minority groups by
the People’s Republic of China, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 317

Whereas, on December 9, 1948, the United
Nations General Assembly unanimously
adopted the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide
(the Genocide Convention) signifying a com-
mitment in response to the Holocaust and
other crimes against humanity committed in
the first half of the twentieth century;

Whereas the Genocide Convention entered
into force on January 12, 1951, and declares
that all state parties ‘‘confirm that geno-
cide, whether committed in time of peace or
in time of war, is a crime under inter-
national law which they undertake to pre-
vent and to punish’’;

Whereas the Genocide Convention defines
genocide as ‘‘any of the following acts com-
mitted with intent to destroy, in whole or in
part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious
group, as such: (a) Killing members of the
group; (b) Causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group; (c¢) Delib-
erately inflicting on the group conditions of
life calculated to bring about its physical de-
struction in whole or in part; (d) Imposing
measures intended to prevent births within
the group; (e) Forcibly transferring children
of the group to another group’’;

Whereas the United States ratified the
Genocide Convention with the understanding
that the commission of genocide requires
‘‘the specific intent to destroy, in whole or
in substantial part, a [protected] group as
such’;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) is a state party to the Genocide Con-
vention;

Whereas, since 2017, the PRC Government,
under the direction and control of the Chi-
nese Communist Party (CCP), has detained
and sought to indoctrinate more than one
million Uyghurs and members of other eth-
nic and religious minority groups;

Whereas recent data indicate a significant
drop in birth rates among Uyghurs due to en-
forced sterilization, enforced abortion, and
more onerous birth quotas for Uyghurs com-
pared to Han;

Whereas there are credible reports of PRC
Government campaigns to promote mar-
riages between Uyghurs and Han and to re-
duce birth rates among Uyghurs and other
Turkic Muslims;

Whereas many Uyghurs reportedly have
been assigned to factory employment under
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conditions that indicate forced labor, and
some former detainees have reported food
deprivation, beatings, suppression of reli-
gious practices, family separation, and sex-
ual abuse;

Whereas this is indicative of a systematic
effort to eradicate the ethnic and cultural
identity and religious beliefs, and prevent
the births of, Uyghurs, ethnic Kazakhs and
Kyrgyz, and members of religious minority
groups;

Whereas the birth rate in the Xinjiang re-
gion fell by 24 percent in 2019 compared to a
4.2 percent decline nationwide;

Whereas, on January 19, 2021, the Depart-
ment of State determined the PRC Govern-
ment, under the direction and control of the
CCP, has committed crimes against human-
ity and genocide against Uyghurs and other
ethnic and religious minority groups in
Xinjiang;

Whereas Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Former Secretary of State Mi-
chael Pompeo have both stated that what
has taken place in Xinjiang is genocide and
constitutes crimes against humanity;

Whereas Article VIII of the Genocide Con-
vention provides, ‘“‘Any Contracting Party
may call upon the competent organs of the
United Nations to take such action under
the Charter of the United Nations as they
consider appropriate for the prevention and
suppression of acts of genocide’’;

Whereas the International Court of Justice
has stated that it is the obligation of all
state parties to the Genocide Convention to
“employ all means reasonably available to
them, so as to prevent genocide so far as pos-
sible’’; and

Whereas the United States is a Permanent
Member of the United Nations Security
Council: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) finds that the ongoing abuses against
Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups constitute genocide
as defined in the Genocide Convention and
crimes against humanity as understood
under customary international law;

(2) attributes these atrocity crimes against
Uyghurs and members of other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups to the People’s Re-
public of China, under the direction and con-
trol of the Chinese Communist Party;

(3) condemns this genocide and these
crimes against humanity in the strongest
terms; and

(4) calls upon the President to direct the
United States Permanent Representative to
the United Nations to use the voice, vote,
and influence of the United States to—

(A) refer the People’s Republic of China’s
genocide and crimes against humanity
against Uyghurs and members of other eth-
nic and religious minority groups to the
competent organs of the United Nations for
investigation;

(B) seize the United Nations Security
Council of the circumstances of this geno-
cide and crimes against humanity and lead
efforts to invoke multilateral sanctions in
response to these ongoing atrocities; and

(C) take all possible actions to bring this
genocide and these crimes against humanity
to an end and hold the perpetrators of these
atrocities accountable under international
law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. MCcCAUL) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
317, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 317, as amended, condemning
the ongoing genocide and crimes
against humanity being committed
against Uyghurs and members of other
religious and ethnic minority groups
by the People’s Republic of China. And
I was proud to introduce this resolu-
tion alongside my good friend, Ranking
Member McCAUL, and working collec-
tively with him.

Mr. Speaker, I have said previously,
and I will say this again, as an African
American who has faced the brunt end
of injustice for no reason other than
the color of my skin and watched my
parents suffer, I am very sensitive to
the deep wounds of intolerance and op-
pression that many minority popu-
lations endure across the globe.

Again, as Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., famously said: ‘“‘Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice everywhere’ and
“I refuse to be silent,” another state-
ment of Dr. King because silence can be
complicity.

Dr. King called us all to be cham-
pions of human rights, not just here in
the United States, but wherever human
rights are under threat.

And we have seen grave human rights
abuses in China. In Xinjiang, the
Uyghur people and other ethnic and re-
ligious minority groups are subjected
to systematic human rights violations
that amounts to a genocide and crimes
against humanity as defined by the Ge-
neva Convention.

The crimes taking place against
Uyghurs and other Muslim minorities
in Xinjiang are horrific in their scope
and severity. And we know of these
atrocities because many survivors
began speaking out at great risk to
their personal safety and that of their
families. They provided firsthand ac-
counts confirming China’s targeted
campaign of repression. Meanwhile,
journalists, scholars, and activists who
have tried to uncover what is hap-
pening have been targeted and ex-
pelled.

The House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee has heard harrowing accounts
from survivors of mass internment,
forced labor, torture, political indoc-
trination, suppression of religious prac-
tices, family separation, sexual abuse,
and other inhumane practices.

During a hearing on May 6 of this
year, survivor Tursunay Ziyawudun
ended her testimony by imploring the
members of the House Foreign Affairs
Committee and Congress to act. And
we are here today to do just that.
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This resolution unequivocally de-
clares that a genocide is taking place
in the Uyghur region. I agree with that
declaration and so do many others
around the world.

This resolution is a clarion call, not
just to every nation in the world, but
to every person on this planet that the
United States Congress will not remain
silent, no matter how powerful the per-
petrator.

We must continue to call out the
government of the People’s Republic of
China for these atrocities and others
all over the world and have them take
all possible actions to bring this geno-
cide and these crimes against human-
ity to an end.

I say to the world, we are starting
with China. We are going all over the
world. Human rights are on the front
burner in the United States House of
Representatives and clearly on the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

This is an important resolution. I
close by saying I support and am glad
to work with the ranking member, Mr.
MCcCAUL.

Mr. Speaker, I support this resolu-
tion. I urge my colleagues to do the
same, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me thank the chairman for
bringing this measure with me here
today. I also want to thank him for his
passion on this issue. We talk about
human rights, whether it was the Afri-
can Americans who were enslaved in
this Nation to the Native-American In-
dians who were mistreated by this Na-
tion to the victims of the Holocaust
where the Geneva Convention came out
with the prevention and punishment of
the crime of genocide and defined what
genocide is after the atrocities of the
concentration camps that were per-
petrated by the Nazis—a war that my
father fought in and bombed Nazi Ger-
many, and I am proud for his service
and the entire Greatest Generation.

And it is clear, the language, it says:
‘“‘“targeting members of an ethnic or re-
ligious minority group for death or se-
rious bodily and mental harm or tak-
ing steps designed to destroy such a
group constitutes genocide.” That is
precisely what the Chinese Communist
Party has been doing.

Since 2017, they have interned more
than one million Uyghurs and members
of other ethnic and religious minority
groups in an effort to wipe out their
culture, to wipe out their ability to
carry down to other generations by
sterilizing them.

During their unjustified detainment,
Uyghurs and ethnic Kazakhs and
Kyrgyz and members of religious mi-
nority groups are forced to work in
horrific conditions, they are deprived
of food, and they are beaten. Their reli-
gious practices are suppressed. There
are reports of families being separated
and of sexual abuse, of forced steriliza-
tion, forced abortions, and even reports
of killing to wipe them, quite simply,
off the face of the Earth.
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It is horrific to imagine that this is
happening in this day and time, in this
time that we speak, in this age. Mr.
Speaker, it is clearly a genocide under
the Geneva Convention.

These crimes are the moral test of
our time and our generation. The world
and certainly the Chinese Communist
Party is watching. And that is why it
is vital that we speak in a united voice
with the current and prior administra-
tions by calling these ongoing atroc-
ities what they are, and that is geno-
cide.

Genocide is not to be taken lightly.
It is a term we reserve for history’s
most serious crimes against humanity.
It is essential we get our response
right, not as Republicans or Demo-
crats, but as Americans, as freedom-
loving Americans who stand up for
human rights and against genocide. Be-
cause we have faced this test before,
and we have not always passed.

Our response to the Uyghur genocide
should be an example of our character
in this Congress, rather than a stain on
our history.

This humanitarian crisis is about
more than just U.S. foreign policy to-
ward the People’s Republic of China. It
is about the legitimacy of the post-
World War system designed to stop
these atrocities whenever and wherever
they are being committed.

And it is about how we stop the CCP
from contaminating consumer supply
chains with slave labor. It is about how
we stop using cotton sourced by the
Uyghur homeland and picked by those
without a voice. It is about stopping
shipments of hair. It is about how we
convince our private sector to act mor-
ally, consistent with our American val-
ues.

So let me just say, I, again, thank
the chairman. This is probably one of
the most important bills to come out
of the committee this year. I am proud
to have introduced it, and I am so
proud to have the chairman’s support.
I thank him for cosponsoring this reso-
lution and all of our colleagues on the
committee who support our efforts to
condemn these atrocities.

I urge the entire House of Represent-
atives on this vote, because China is
watching and the Uyghur Muslims are
watching, to join us as we speak in a
united voice and condemn this geno-
cide by supporting this measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL: Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. CHABOT), ranking member of the
Committee of Foreign Affairs’ Sub-
committee on Asia, the Pacific, and
Nonproliferation.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.
Res. 317, legislation which condemns
China’s genocide against the Uyghurs.
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As ranking member of the Committee
of Foreign Affairs’ Subcommittee on
Asia, the Pacific, and Nonproliferation,
I strongly support this legislation and
I commend both the chairman of the
committee, Mr. MEEKS, and the rank-
ing member, Mr. McCAUL, for their
leadership on this particular issue.

They have been stressing this. They
have been pushing this. They have been
speaking out on this for quite some
time now, and I am very pleased to see
this come before the floor today. It is
far beyond the time that action needs
to be taken on this.

Mr. Speaker, the consistent under-
mining of human rights, perhaps the
Chinese Communist Party’s most fun-
damental challenge to the free world.
China’s totalitarian government, they
have no use for human rights. Their
bloody history demonstrates that. Rel-
ative to political freedom in China, one
sees abuses from Tiananmen Square to
Hong Kong. Freedom of speech? The
great firewall shuts that down. Free-
dom of religion? The CCP, the Chinese
Communist Party, persecutes Chris-
tians; they persecute the Falun Gong;
they persecute Tibetan Buddhists; and
they even want to dictate who the next
Dalai Lama will be.

And the Chinese Communist Party
has taken this campaign to a whole
new level in Xinjiang where the
Uyghurs are subject to forced labor, to
torture, to sexual abuse, to religious
persecution, and to onerous restric-
tions in every facet of their lives.

Over a million people, the vast ma-
jority of them Uyghurs, are in con-
centration camps today currently.
While we are here, they are in con-
centration camps in China. The hall-
mark of genocide is the intent to de-
stroy, to eliminate an entire people,
and that intent is clear here. The Chi-
nese Communist Party is snatching
Uyghur children from their parents,
imposing severe Dbirth quotas on
Uyghurs. They are conducting forced
abortions. They are sterilizing a sizable
percentage of the population against
their will, and up to 80 percent in some
areas of Xinjiang forced sterilization is
occurring right now.

As a result of all this, the birth rate
in Xinjiang fell by 24 percent—one out
of four—in 2019 alone. This is genocide,
and it is high time that the world got
serious with the PRC, the People’s Re-
public of China, about what they are
doing to the Uyghurs. They have been
doing it to a whole range of groups for
a long time, but it is particularly bru-
tal when it comes to the Uyghurs, and
American businesses have to make sure
that they are not profiting by this es-
sentially slave labor, whatever busi-
nesses those are.

So there are things that we can do
here in the United States but, ulti-
mately, it is up to the PRC and it is up
to the world to shine a light on this be-
cause this is happening right now. A
million people or so are in these gulags
right now.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank our lead-
ership, and this is bipartisan leader-
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ship. It is Republicans and Democrats
actually working together on this, and
it is good to see that happen.

So again, I thank Mr. MEEKS and Mr.
MCcCAUL for doing this.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close, and I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, let me say in closing, 1
again thank Chairman MEEKS, my
friend, who has been in strong support
of this legislation. We pride our com-
mittee in doing what is right by the
country. We try to take the politics
out of it as much as we can. And as
Eliot Engel often said, it stops at the
water’s edge, and this is no exception.

Mr. Speaker, this is a historic day.
Congress is rarely in vote or declared
genocide on another people, but it is
very appropriate today to do so. And
the international community is watch-
ing, and China is watching this right
now. They are watching this on C-
SPAN, and the world knows that the
United States stands for higher moral
values, and we stand for human rights.

And that is why this bill was intro-
duced, and the lives of over a million
people depend on it. Think about that.
A million people in internment camps,
concentration camps, being
exterminated, depend on this legisla-
tion. We pass a lot of things in this
Congress but it is very rare you can
pass something like this that con-
demns this kind of moral atrocity and
call it to the world so the entire world
can see it for themselves what is, in
fact, happening. And when Congress
speaks, the world does listen. And
when we speak as Americans in this
Chamber, not as partisan politicians,
they listen. And I know they are listen-
ing today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I, too, thank Mr.
McCAUL for his leadership. It is my
pleasure to work with him on this bill
to get this to the floor and to pass it on
this floor, the people’s House, in a bi-
partisan way, sending a strong message
together. That is what this does. So I
thank him for his friendship, and I
thank him for standing up, as he does,
and working together in a bipartisan
way.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 317, condemning
the ongoing genocide and crimes
against humanity being committed
against the Uyghurs and members of
other religious and ethnic minority
groups by the People’s Republic of
China is critical to demonstrating to
those suffering in Xinjiang that they
haven’t been forsaken. And to the gov-
ernment of Beijing, we will speak out
when it tramples the universal rights
that every human being deserves.

It gives me hope that we are not the
first parliamentary body that has
deemed the PRC’s action in Xinjiang a
genocide. The parliaments of the U.K.,

H7509

of Canada, of Lithuania, among others,
have already taken the right stand. We
must support them. We must work
with them and multilateral groups. We
must encourage other nations and
other people to speak out. But I am
proud we are speaking out here today
in the United States Congress, in the
people’s House. We will not be silent.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that all my col-
leagues will join me in supporting this
resolution, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
shed light on the horrific genocide that Com-
munist China is committing against Uyghurs
and other ethnic and religious minorities.

Right now, over one million Uyghurs are
enslaved by the People’s Republic of China in
the Xinjiang region, where they are subjected
to horrific human rights atrocities like forced
sterilization and abortions, slave labor, and
even execution.

Communist China is actively attempting to
wipe out an entire people group, and the
United States must not allow it.

A few months ago, I—and other members of
the Foreign Affairs Committee—heard directly
from Ms. Tursunay Ziyawudun, a survivor of a
CCP’s concentration camp. She told us
harrowing stories of the horrific atrocities she
suffered through.

It was absolutely heartbreaking. | cannot
imagine my wife or daughters being subjected
to an environment like that.

Today’s resolution sends the message di-
rectly from the United States to the Chinese
government, that they must immediately end
their ongoing crimes.

| applaud Republican Leader McCAUL and
Chairman MEEKS for their work to address this
heartbreaking atrocity.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 317, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 3(s) of House Resolution
8, the yeas and nays are ordered.

Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-
ther proceedings on this motion are
postponed.

———

ACCELERATING ACCESS TO CRIT-
ICAL THERAPIES FOR ALS ACT

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 35637) to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to support
research on, and expanded access to,
investigational drugs for amyotrophic
lateral sclerosis, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3537

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-12-09T10:32:17-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




